
 

PLASTIC LAW DELAYS 

Sir, Across the world the Covid-19 pandemic is being used as a cover story 
to block urgently needed legislation on plastic to protect people and the 
planet. Last month the Plastics Industry Association asked Alex Azar, the 
US secretary of health, to reverse the plastic bag bans passed by states 
including New York and California. The industry group alleged that single-
use plastics represented the 'safest choice’ during a virus outbreak. This is 
contrary to a wealth of evidence supporting the plastic bag bans. In March 
a study published in the New England Journal of Medicine revealed that 
Covid-19 could remain infectious on plastic for some or three days, 
compared with a day or less on cardboard, cloth or wood. In addition, a 
growing body of evidence raises serious concerns about plastic and its links 
to ill health. Research published in the Netherlands last year revealed that 
human contact with microplastics may compromise the human immune 
system. 

Corporate lobbyists are using anxiety about Covid-19 to promote their 
business agenda. Ceding to their demand’s risks prolonging the exposure 
of some of the world's most vulnerable people to the effects of crises such 
as climate change and plastic pollution. 
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